
TEXAS CONFERENCE OF BLACK MWORS 

June 4, 2002 

The Honorable Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, D. C. 20554 
445 12Ih St.. sw 

Re: 

Dear Chai:man Powoll: 

At the recent National Conference 0: Black Mayors’ (NBCM) Annual Conference in Jackson, 
Mississippi, we learned of the current proceedings with regard to the merger involving Echostar 
Communications Corporation and Hughes Electronics Corporation. You may be aware that the 
NBCM adcpted a strong Resolution supporting the merger. 

On behalf of the’43 Mayors representing the Texas Conference of Black Mayors (TCBM) I want 
to express our strong support for approval of the EchoStarRlughes Electronics merger. 

FCC Docket No. 01 -348 

The TCBM believes this merger, if approved, will result in better services at lower costs in the 
citios ard 10~rxs we represent as well as those across the nation. Within our communities. we 
have brigh:. talented young people ready to take their places in the workforce. It is imperative 
that they have access to the latest information technology and the widest range of information 
possible, whether in their communities or in a metropolitan area far away. 

Moreover. we believe this new company will be a stronger competitor to Cable TV. As I 
understand it. the new company would be able to offer local TV coverage JN ALL 210 MARKETS 
and most importantly. would have the available spectrum to offer greater diversity in 
programming. 

Taken together, we believe this merger will contribute significantly to closing the digital divide and 
allow us to work with this new company to achieve the best communications technology for all of 
our citizens. 

I urge you to take our interests sincerely and act expeditiously to approve the merger. 

Mayor John White 
President 

cc: The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison 
T:o Honorable P?il Sramm 
Tcxrs Congrtssion.?l Delegatio;: 
T i e  >ionsrahh Eddie Eerc.icn-Jo’ln:.r,-: i:h;A -cf::m, Con; ?$:;iii1131 Black CdbCUS 

T!x Poilarable Varilyn Muriell, i?as;&n!. N;!i:.n;t: Contersrlie of Elack Mayors 
The Honorable Wellington Webb 
FCC Docket No. 01 -348 
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The Honorable Michael Powell 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: Proceeding 01.348 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

As ['ve listened to the discussion about the inerger agreement between EchoStar anti tIughc,\, I W:I> 

pleased to discover that neither of these privately owned businesses i s  requesting mwiey  froin the 
government to fund their deal. While it's clear that the Federal Conimiinications ( 'omni iss i i~n  I u s  
approval over this issue as a matter oCpiiblic interest, we submit to you that a ficc i i iatkcl scrlution - -  such 
as this -- creates more sound choices (or American consumers. 

Our group, the 60 Plus Association, advocates a free enterprise, less government. les. taxes 'ipproacli to 
seniors issues. We believe that the EchoStar-DirecTV merger is one of the best euainplcs ol'a p r i v a k  
solution to public policy issues in a long time. It would beg11 to erase the digital dibidc Lhai still pun:, 
between rural and suburban America. 

This merger would bring expanded programming choices to the viewing public as w e l l  :ih delivcr 
specialty programs; for example, making entertainment or ediicational programming available which 
caters to an older viewing audience. I t  would ;ilso deliver local new? and programmiiig v i 0  satell i te, 
doing away forever with rabhit-ear-and-tin-full tuning and switching hack and forth lion1 satellite I(> ovcr .  
the-air transmission of local channels. 

Most significantly, the increased competition in the pay television indusrry will resuli in  berter p i ~ i c c 5  and 
more offerings for cotisumers, and will offer a reasonable alternative to cable television. 'The "New 
EchoStar" has made a commitment to a nationwtdc pricing plan; meaning subscriber.. in a rural arza 
would pay no more for service than sribscribers in  a densely populated urban or subui-ban area. A L'aii~ 
minded solution like this is critical for the many seniors who live on a fixed income. 

I hope you will agree with LIS that this proposed merger i s  definitely in the ptiblic intei.esl, and g ~ v e  thc 
green light for the "New EchoStar." Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

June 3.  2002 

.. 
60 Plus i s  a IO-yeor-old nonparrisan group with a less government. less taxes approach to seniors' Issues 60 Plus IS supporicd 
by donations From i t s  inore than 500.000 citizen lobbyists to pnnt and mail mlllions o f  letters, petittons. .ind votin. lntlcxes 00 
Plus publishes a ncwrletter, SENIOR VOICE, and a SCORECARD, bestowing a GUARDIAN OF SENIORS' RIGHI'S awaxd 
on lawmakers in both parties who vote "pro-senior." 60 Plus also prcsents a BENJAMIN FRANKLIN award to t l xm who 
support death lax repeal as well as 3 LEGISLATOR OF THE MONTH award to thc most plcl-actlve fiicnds ot  w ~ o r i  111 

Congress. 60 Plus has been cal led 'an increasingly influential lobbying group for rhc elderly. . . '  

http://www.4OPlus.org
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SENATOR E R I C  REEYES 
l l T H  DISTRICT 

O F F , C E  A D O R E S B '  1028 L E G I S L A T I V E  BUILDING 

RALEIGH. NC 27601 -280s  

T E L F P * O * E  1919j715-6400 

191 91 733-2599 F A X  
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H O L l E l l D D R E 5 5  P o B o x s l o  
R A L E I G H .  NC 27602 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12Ih Street, N W .  
Room SA, 20 I 
Washington, D C  20554 

Dear Chairman Powcll :  

lunc 5. 2002 

[ am writing on bchalf of the citizens of tlic Statc of North Carolina to requcst 'OLII support o l ' h  
Our citizcns and economy wlll  bcnctit tiom coinpctitivv proposcd DTRECTV and EchoStar inergcr. 

broadband and incrcased local channels that this alliance wi l l  providc. 

North Carolinians have benetitcd from the introduction of satellite service and should also rcal izc 
conmitinication gains froln this merger. There i s  currently a discrcpancy betwccn ruritl a i ~ l  LII han arcah 
bccause high-spccd Intcrnet i s  already available oii ly i n  heavily populated arcas lr tcclu1ol~1gy ptovidcs 
opportunity for all, then i t  i s  my opinion that we should makc technology avadnblc to i l l 1  

Opponents of thc merger havc wisely pointed oiit that antitrust issues neeG to  be caretiilly 
exainiiicd. The cable industry, on the other hand, contiiiiies to have a monopoly prcsencc in inany arcas. 

It is m y  hope that you and your department wil l  give this matter a just reLIcw alii1 pusitlvc 
consideration. 

Sinccre:y, 

F - C Z  
Eric Reeves 

EWbh 
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The  Honorable 1LIic.hat:l I < .  I ’ i ~ ~ v d l  
Chairman, F e d e m  Cornmunir.;i t i i i r i s  Corniiiissior! 
445 LP Stree t  sw 
Room 8 A 2 0 1  
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

As a citizen of a state that is largely rural, I want to encouragr you lo do 
nothing to block the merger  of the two satellite companies EchoScar and 
DirecTV. This would be a boon to North Carolina’s economy, and I’m sure the 
same is true all over the country. Combined, these two cutting-edge companies 
would be  able to drive down television service cos ts  b y  competing will: the of t rn  
monopolistic cable companies. 

Moreover, they woultl f i r i f i l l y  he cap;ible of ( l t . l i i  wing very fast  ihtrr-net 
service to places in [lie staLt> thi i t  art: (.onsitlc*rerl h\ th i ,  c.ili lri ; i i i w  1 ~ 1 5 .  provider\ 
to be  unprofitalili. for scstting I J ~  the wire iriTrax~riii:ture reiiiiireci for s1it.h 
technologies. 
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Tech5 Corporation 
156 Vandtver Drive 
Lincolnton. NC 28092 

May 22,2002 

The Honorable Michael K. Powell 
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ~  Street sw 
Room 8A201 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Thank you for taking the time to read this. I felt it necessary to voice my concerns 
regarding the review of the proposed EchostadHughes merger. Apparently, there are 
some people who oppose this merger on the grounds that it would create a monopoly in 
the satellite TV industry. This simply is not true. Nothing but government bureaucrats are 
keeping anyone from launching satellites and competing with such a company, and 
many are already in the process of doing so. The only monopoly they need to worry 
about is the cable companies. 

In North Carolina, many people have to put up with ridiculous cable rates because 
satellites companies aren't able to provide local channels to their part of the state The 
combined resources of the DISH Network and DirecTV systems would allow them tc 
provide local channels to everyone and actually compete with cable. Combined. these 
companies would also be able to offer high-speed internet access to the whole state and 
would abide by federal stipulations, including the must-carry requirements 

I hope you see how important and beneficial this merger would be to all Americans. I 
know the citizens of North Carolina would very much appreciate the lower rates following 
from the new competition in the television and internet markets. 

Representative Mark Hilton, Partner 





The Results Company 
2800 Two Hanover Square 

Raleigh , NC 27601 
Phone: 919-755-8338 

Fax: 919-755-8800 

May 23,2002 

The Honorable Michael K. Powell 
Chairman, Federal Coniniunications Commission 
445 12" Street sw 
Room 8A201 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I know you are busy, so 1 will be brief. History (and common sense) 5hows ti\ iliiil when the 
government tries to second-guess the market and interfcres wiih privatc husioc,\ decikions, the 
result is usually bad for everyone. t know you and the current administration , I $ <  well-auare v!' 
this fact. Therefore, I hope that you employ such reasoning when considering the 
EchoStar/Hughes merger. 

This merger should be allowed to take place. 11 wi l l  introduce serious coinpeliiion into the 
television service indust? by providing an at'tordahlz alternative to the doiniiunt c:ihle 
companies. It will also help spur thc growth ol'outlying are:is that wotiltl soon lbc. provided wi th  a 
high-speed internet option that the\ currently cannot  hakc. 

Thank you for your time and I sincerely hope you choose the free-market route and allow these 
companies to inerge. 


